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T
itan rifles are manufactured in limited numbers 
(a little over 2000 per year, but climbing). They 
are built on a semi-custom basis in a small factory 
operated by two brothers, Erich and Walter Rossler. 
Rossler Waffen KEG, which until recent times had 

less than a dozen employees, is located in the Austrian 
township of Kufstein, just a few streets away from the Voere 
factory. Kufstein, in the Tirol region, is a hunter’s town 
backed by craggy mountain tops that conceal good numbers 
of deer and chamois. 

The Rosslers do not operate an assembly line, rather they 
produce the Titans individually, with each staff member 
taking responsibility for the rifles in his care. The quality of 
design and assembly is apparent the moment the guns are 
handled. A smooth low-lift 60 degree bolt, a three-position 
tang safety catch, an efficient spring-loaded detachable 
magazine, a superb trigger, and a free-floated barrel, all 
bespeak craftmanship of a high order – as does the nicely 
shaped Italian walnut stock complete with sling swivel 

The Titan Model 6 – .270
The editor evaluates a modern switch-barrel hunting rifle from Europe…

The Titan was testfired with four brands of .270 ammunition. The bolt is a 60 degree lift design which easily clears the Shirstone 3-9x scope.

Norma PSP 150 grain

Federal Classic 130 grain

Winchester Super-X 130 grain

Remington Extended Range 135 grain

Three typical groups shot with the Titan 6 at 100 yards, plus one 

exceptional group (top left) – the best of the day.
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studs, a palm-swell pistol grip, a thick, soft black rubber butt 
pad, and hand-cut chequering.

I liked the Titan 6 on sight, and appreciated it even more 
when I picked it up. Thanks to its alloy receiver, plus a 
synthetic magazine well and trigger guard, the bare rifle 
weighs just 2.9kgs (a fraction over 6lbs).  Even with a 3-9x 
scope in steel rings and bases, the test rifle, chambered in 
.270 Winchester, weighed an easy to carry 3.68kgs (8lbs 
2.5oz). A slim-profiled 56cm barrel (22” approx), tapering 
to 15mm at the muzzle, also helps keep the weight down. 
Overall the Titan measures 1092mm (43”), with a length of 
pull of 362mm (14”).

Our test rifle came in blued steel with a schnabel fore-end 
tip and a European style cheek-piece, but American style 
walnut stocks, and stainless steel versions with synthetic 
stocks, are also available.

THE ACTION
The Titan’s all steel bolt (CNC machined from a single bar) 

is released from the receiver by simply pulling it rearwards 
and rotating it slightly after depressing the trigger – it’s a 
cock on opening design with six locking lugs arranged in 
three rows of two – heavier straight cut lugs up front, backed 
by lighter, angled lugs in the rear. A claw type extractor is 
set into one of the front lugs, thus the bolt head, which is 
recessed 3mm, completely surrounds the base of a cartridge 
with the proverbial “ring of steel”. A plunger ejector flicks 
out the spent brass. 

The bolt lugs lock directly into the barrel breech. The 
Titan’s bolt is 20mm in diameter, and (like the Weatherby 
Mk V), the lugs do not protrude beyond the diameter of the 
bolt body. This eliminates the need for raceways to be cut 
into the receiver’s inner surfaces which, some say, reduces 
the tendency for the bolt to bind. The test rifle’s bolt certainly 
operated smoothly. The bolt also contains two gas escape 
holes  – any escaping gasses are initially trapped by the bolt 
shoulder (behind the lugs), and any that penetrate the bolt 

Titans are available in two stock designs, American and European 

style, but both feature full, palm-swell grips.
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body via the firing pin hole are vented 
out through the ejection port. At the 
rear there’s a cocking indicator that 
can easily be seen or felt by the shooter. 
Rossler claims a very quick lock time 
for this action, just 1.7 milliseconds, 
one of the world’s fastest.

As for the receiver – it’s a tubular 
shape, drilled and tapped for scope 
mounts, with an ejection port cut 
out of the right hand side (although 
I note from the brochure that a left 
hand action is available too). The 
stock is secured to the receiver (and 
to the recoil lug – see below) by two 
large allen headed screws, which are 
weatherproofed by synthetic caps that 
press fit into the allen key recesses. 

Unusually, the tang containing the 
safety catch is not an integral part 
of the receiver, it is a separate item 
attached by the twin screws that hold 
the trigger unit in place. The single-
stage trigger is adjustable from .8kg to 
2kg (4lb 7oz), but comes factory-set at 
1.6kg, about right for a hunting rifle. 
The trigger has zero creep and breaks 
like glass – a very nice unit.

The standard magazine is a stainless 
steel box of the single-stack type, 
holding three rounds (two in Magnum 
calibres), with a synthetic follower 
and base protector. It snaps into the 
magazine well with just a light push, 
and releases by depressing twin left 
and right side buttons simultaneously 
with the fore-finger and thumb. The 
spring-loaded magazine pops out 
easily into the hand, but there is no 
way it can be accidentally released 
from the action. When inserted, it 
fits flush with the underside of the 
rifle. For those hunters who feel that 
a round in the breech and three in 
the magazine is insufficient for their 
style of shooting, optional five shot 
magazines are available.

THE BARREL(S)
As mentioned, the Titan 6 is a 

switch-barrel rifle. The rifle comes 
with a large, split recoil lug into which 
its barrels are securely clamped by 
two hex-headed machine screws. The 
recoil lug fits into a synthetic insert, 
moulded to be an exact fit, which is 
resin bonded into a mortise in the 
stock timber. When the bolt is closed, 
it locks into the barrel so that barrel 
and bolt become one. This design 
means that the receiver does not take 
the stress of firing – the pressure is 
absorbed by the combined barrel and 

The tang containing the safety catch is a separate unit attached to the trigger system. Note 

the bedding insert in the rear of the stock cut-out.

Barrels clamp into the receiver via a split recoil lug, tensioned by the two hex-bolts. The 

recoil lugs fits precisely into the moulded stock insert.
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bolt. This in turn, is why the receiver 
can be made of high-grade cast 
aluminium, for lightness. The barrels 
have plenty of steel in their breech 
ends to make room for the bolt lugs, 
and of course the split recoil lug also 
encircles the breech for additional 
strength.  Seating the barrel to the 
correct depth in the recoil lug is easy, 
because the outside of the breech 
section is machined back to reduce its 
diameter slightly. The barrel simply 
push-fits into the recoil lug. 

Barrels of many calibres can 
be installed, the only limitation 
being the matching of the base 
diameter of the cartridge to the bolt 
face. The standard action accepts 
everything from .243 to .338 Win 
Mag, including .270 WSM and .300 
WSM.  For Magnum calibres you’ll 
need the optional magnum action. 
As a matter of interest I understand 
that Rossler does not make its own 

The three-position tang safety operates efficiently and almost silently. Note the cocking indicator protruding from the rear of the bolt shroud, 

and the twin gas escape holes in the bolt body.

The Titan’s standard stainless/synthetic magazine holds three rounds in a single row (ie; the 

rounds are not staggered in the magazine). This makes for a straight push into the breech. 

Optional five round magazines are available. Note the bolt’s double row of locking lugs.
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barrels, but purchases them from 
Heym in Germany, a long established 
company with a reputation for 
outstanding quality.

I should also mention that for 
smaller calibres; .223 and .22-250, Titan 
offers their Model 3, which shares 
most of the Model 6 features including 
the switch-barrel capability, but has a 
scaled-down three lug bolt.

SHOOTING THE TITAN 
Our test rifle, chambered in .270, 

came from the distributor, Kilwell 
Sports Ltd of Rotorua, with a scope 
new to the New Zealand market, 
a Shirstone. Shirstones of different 
grades are manufactured in both 
Japan and Korea – they feature 2-
piece aluminium tubes (both 25mm 
and 30mm), plus multi-coated lenses. 
Although budget priced, they are 
nitrogen filled and backed by a full 
warranty. The unit on the test rifle, 
a 3-9x40, provided a bright, clear 

sight picture and performed well 
throughout the test sessions.

Once the scope was boresighted, I 
testfired the Titan with four brands of 
factory hunting ammunition; Federal 
Classic, Remington Extended Range, 
Winchester Silvertips and Norma soft-
points. The Federals and Winchesters 
were both 130 grain loads, the 
Remingtons were 135 grain, while the 
Normas were loaded with 150 grain 
projectiles. At 100 yards, three shot 
groups hovered between 1” and 1.4” 
with the Remingtons, Winchesters and 
Normas, while the Federals won the 
day, producing several groups under 
1” – the best of them a sizzling .55” 
(14mm) – possibly a fluke, but I’ll take 
it. The groups were all consistently 
well-shaped clusters, and although 
the Titan’s barrel rapidly got too hot to 
touch there was no evidence of vertical 
stringing or flyers. 

I should add a qualifier here 
– when I say “The Federals won the 

day,” I was not of course running a 
competition between different brands 
of ammunition, but rather I was 
establishing the level of accuracy the 
rifle is capable of. It was the rifle that 
was being tested.

The .270 is a relatively powerful 
cartridge, but even after firing a total 
of nearly 50 rounds in two shooting 
sessions, my cheek and shoulder 
still felt reasonably comfortable. I 
certainly knew I’d been firing a rifle, 
but the Titan’s nicely shaped stock 
and thick butt pad did soak up the 
majority of the recoil.

In sum, it’s difficult to find fault 
with the Titan 6 – it features an 
innovative design, lightness and 
good balance, and in terms of fit and 
finish, functionality and accuracy, 
it is up there with the best of them. 
Were I looking for a new hunting rifle 
the Titan would definitely be on my 
short list. 
Peter Maxwell

The hex-headed action screws are weatherproofed by small synthetic buttons (one is resting on the stock) that press-fit into the allen key 

recess. Chequering is hand-cut.
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