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As its name suggests, the new 
“Patrol”, imported by the New 
Zealand agents Kilwell Sports 
in Rotorua, is one such gun. It’s 
designed principally as a police 
weapon (a huge market – the 
Chicago police force alone has 
12,000 members, more than the 
New Zealand army!). This means 
that the Patrol is intended to be 
carried in vehicles and deployed 
quickly in high-stress, high-risk 
situations. The latter attribute 
would also qualify it for hunting 
in bush or rough scrub country.

As usual in a firearm of this 
specification there are some 
compromises. First up, the 
carbine is short, only 37.4” in 
overall length (950mm approx) 
and to achieve that its heavy-
profiled, free-floated .308 barrel 
is just 16–1/4” long (410mm 
approx). This barrel length is too 
short to deliver full velocity from 
a .308 round (a .308 cartridge 
needs approximately 18” of bore 
to get its bullet up to top speed), 
however a 16” barrel is no draw-
back in a bush or scrub rifle where 
a flat trajectory and long range 

PETER MAXWELL REVIEWS: 

MOSSBERG’S 
MVP “PATROL” –
A LAW-ENFORCEMENT CARBINE THAT’D MAKE 
A GOOD BUSH RIFLE...

In the USA today the really big demand is not for high-dollar hunting rifles, it’s 
for budget-priced military or “tactical” style firearms. To keep up, the arms 
manufacturers are scrambling to mass-produce functional but inexpensive guns 

with a military/police/tactical appeal. Which is Mossberg territory.

The straight-recoiling stock shape 
(note that the heel of this stock is in 
line with the receiver tang) does a 
good job of taming muzzle jump in 
this short-barrelled .308.

The carbine’s ergonomics are 
unusual too, in that the bolt knob 
protrudes down level with the 
bottom of the stock which allows 
it to come into contact with your 
trigger finger as you grip the 
gun and lift it to your shoulder. 
It’s not a big deal, but having the 
bolt knob rubbing against your 
finger is somewhat disconcerting 

TOP: The Patrol’s spiral-
fluted bolt became 
smoother to operate 
once the action had been 
worked a few dozen times.

ABOVE: The bolt head 
features a hook extractor 
and a spring-loaded 
ejector.

LEFT ABOVE: The bolt 
knob is flattened and 
knurled in a pattern similar 
to the Remington 700.

LEFT: Mossberg’s 
“Lightning” trigger (check 
the cut-out in the central 
blade) is a double blade 
design, shooter adjustable 
via the red-painted  
set-screw.

power delivery are not required. 
A deer, goat or pig hit inside 
200 metres with a .308 hunting 
projectile travelling 150fps or so 
slower than usual isn’t going to 
notice the difference. 

The next compromise however 
is that a 16” .308 barrel is going 
to produce a big flash and a lot of 
muzzle blast. The Patrol’s muzzle 
does feature a vented, screw-on 

flash-hider, but that does noth-
ing to reduce the sound of the 
report. A plus however, is that 
the muzzle is already threaded 
(Malcolm at Kilwell Sports 
checked it with his thread gauge 
and discovered it to be a fairly 
fine thread – 5/8x24) so your 
gunsmith should have no trouble 
mating a suppressor up to it with 
the right bushing.
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SPECIFICATIONS: MOSSBERG PATROL 

CALIBRES: .223, .308 

WEIGHT: 9LB 1OZ/4.01KG APPROX 
(INCL SCOPE)

LENGTH: 37.4”/950MM APPROX 

BARREL: 16–1/4”/410MM APPROX 
(MINUS FLASH HIDER)

MAGAZINE: DETACHABLE, 10-SHOT, AR 
COMPATIBLE

SIGHTS: REAR; ADJUSTABLE, FRONT; 
FIBRE OPTIC BLADE

STOCK: SYNTHETIC
RRP: $1299 APPROX.

and would be more so for shoot-
ers with larger hands than mine, 
which is most of them. Next up is 
the forestock – it measures a full 
two inches across in the grip zone, 
but it’s not a beaver-tail design, 
the walls are only lightly tapered, 
making the grip somewhat bulky 
and wide for many shooters. 

Now comes the trigger – 
Mossberg calls it the “Lightning”. 
It’s a double blade set-up simi-
lar to the Savage Accutrigger or 
the one found on the new Ruger 
American (see NZG&H issue 
#136). It’s also shooter-adjust-
able over a range of 2 to 7lbs via 
a set-screw in the front of the 
trigger assembly. You’ll need to 
undo the three allen screws and 
separate the action from the 
stock to get at it. In operation, 
once the thin, spring-loaded 
central blade is depressed the 
main blade comes into play 
– it’s creep-free and on the 
test rifle broke crisply right on 
3-1/2lbs, ideal for a bush rifle. 
There are some issues though 
– the curve of the main blade is 
quite tight in circumference, and 

when it’s cocked the protruding 
central blade is angled some-
what awkwardly in relation to 
the shooter’s wrist. I noted that 
the Patrol’s main trigger blade 
is short, just 21.5mm long, 
whereas in comparison, the 
similar two-blade trigger on my 
Marlin XT-17 for example, is 
27mm long, so the Patrol’s is a 
full quarter-inch shorter. 

The well-known safety 
feature built into these types 
of triggers is that to fire, the 
thin central blade must be 
depressed first. On my Marlin 
the main blade can’t move until 
the central blade is depressed, 
but on the Mossberg, it can. The 
Mossberg’s main trigger blade 
can be pulled back either delib-
erately or accidentally with the 
tip of the finger, in which case 
the trigger de-cocks. When 
this happens the action must be 
re-cocked by raising and lower-
ing the bolt handle. 

This occurs only when the 
action is cocked with the safety 
catch off. With the safety catch 
on, the main blade is fixed in place.

It’s a sturdy, 10-round detachable steel 
box with a tough yellow plastic follower, 
fully compatible (and in fact interchange-
able) with AR semi-auto mags. The release 
lever is set well into the stock out of harm’s 
way. It worked just fine – depress the lever 
and with a “click” the mag comes free. For 
pest control operators who need to shoot a 
lot of rounds fast, Jason at Deadeye Dicks 
Gunshop in Levin, whom Nik and I called into 
to see as we were passing, has 20 round 
accessory mags available too. 

The receiver is bridged with a good-sized 
alloy picatinny rail, 6” long (150mm approx). 
Williams brand open sights are also provided, 
a V-notch at the rear, adjustable for wind-
age and elevation, and a ramp sight up front 
with a red fibre-optic insert. Although some 
American reviewers describe them as “iron” 
sights, those on our test rifle were made 
of alloy (a magnet wouldn’t stick to them). 
How long these “non-iron” sights will last 
depends on how often you knock them, and 
how hard. I imagine that most shooters will 
remove them and install an optical sight.

The butt-stock comes straight back, and 
in fact the top/rear of the stock (the heel) 
is level with the receiver tang. This design 
helps reduce felt recoil when the rifle is fired 
off-hand, and more particularly it tends to 
reduce muzzle jump – the kind you’re going 
to experience when you fire full-house .308 
loads in a 16” barrel. The Patrol’s stock 
shape therefore, does make sense. There’s 

a good ventilated black rubber butt-pad 
and the steel sling swivel studs are nice to 
see – way better than those moulded–in 
synthetic ones we get these days that break 
the first time the sling swivels twist in them.

OFF TO THE RANGE
So how does the Patrol shoot? I’ve had 

some experience with short-barrelled .308 
carbines, having owned a Sako Battue with 
an 18-1/4” barrel, and among my modest 
collection of hunting rifles I still have a .308 
Winchester Model 100 semi-auto with a 
barrel almost the same length. This was my 

TOP LEFT: The synthetic 
magazine well sits flush 
with the stock, and the 
mag release (top left) is 
in-set to prevent it being 
bumped accidentally. 
Note the heavy, hex-head 
action screws.

TOP: The sturdy, 
detachable steel 
magazines hold  
10 rounds.

ABOVE LEFT: The tough 
synthetic mag well serves 
as part of the bedding 
system, and the action 
screws themselves are also 
pillar bedded.

ABOVE: A steel recoil lug 
is sandwiched between 
the tubular receiver and  
the barrel.

ABOVE LEFT & TOP: The A2 flash-
hider is screwed on via a 5/8x24 
thread, making it simple to fit a 
suppressor. Note the fibre-optic tube 
on the front sight blade.

ABOVE: The two-position safety 
allows the bolt to be worked for  
safer unloading.

LEFT: The alloy Williams rear sight is 
adjustable for windage and elevation.

After a shooting session with 
the Mossberg I got used to it. 
Commentators have suggested 
that this de-cock function is a 
built-in safety feature, but as 
with the bolt handle, I found the 
ergonomics of the Patrol trigger 
arrangement less than ideal.

No problem with the safety 
catch itself though – it’s a two-
position lever at the right rear of 
the receiver. It doesn’t lock the 
bolt, thereby allowing rounds to 
be extracted and ejected without 
the risk of an accidental discharge.

Moving along – the cock-
on-opening 90-degree bolt is 
spiral fluted, although the spirals 
are shallow and not intended to 
reduce weight. The thick-walled 
tubular receiver contains a lot of 
steel, making it particularly rigid, 
and this, in conjunction with the 
short, chubby barrel makes for a 
very sturdy set-up. The Patrol has 

a good-sized ejection port making 
it easy to single load cartridges. 

I have to say that the Patrol’s 
bolt is not among the smoothest 
or quietest I’ve operated, but it is 
fast, and it did begin to quieten 
down and free up after I’d worked 
it a couple of dozen times.

I couldn’t fault the magazine. 
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first experience with a 16” barrel 
.308 though, and as I set off for 
the range I made doubly sure my 
earmuffs were in my kit.

In a nutshell, the Patrol is a 
very straight shooter. I tested it 
with Remington, Federal Fusion, 
Winchester, Sellier & Bellot, 
Highland, and Norma ammo 
of varying bullet weights and 
types. It shot acceptably well 
with all of them, and really well 
with a couple. The action cycled 
efficiently and I simply forgot 
about my earlier grip and trig-
ger criticism and got on with the 
job. Groups were minute of angle 
or better, with Norma, S&B and 
Federal Fusion grouping in the 
3/4” range. Many of the clusters 
were nice-looking clover leafs. 
The scope, a Kilwell “Huntsman” 
4x32AO did a good job, present-
ing a bright, clear view of the 
100 yard target and adjusting 
okay – after no more than six or 
seven sighters I had the point of 
impact about where I wanted it.

The Patrol was no problem 
to shoot. I maintained a firm 
hold on the rifle at both ends, 
keeping the buttstock settled 
down securely into a rabbit’s 
ears sandbag. With 180 grain 
.308 loads the rifle produced 
a resounding “thump”, but the 
butt-pad did a good job and 
recoil was not uncomfortable.

SUMMARY
Perhaps I’ve been a bit hard 

on some aspects of the Patrol’s 
ergonomics and trigger arrange-

LEFT: The editor chose 
a good selection of .308 
hunting ammunition for 
testing, all of which shot 
one-inch or better three-
shot groups.

BELOW LEFT: 
Representative groups 
shot with the factory 
ammunition on hand – 
the Patrol’s rigid action 
and short stubby barrel 
delivered excellent, 
repeatable accuracy.

Footnote: O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc., America’s oldest family-owned and operated firearms 
manufacturer and the largest pump-action shotgun manufacturer in the world, has announced the 
completion of a major expansion at their Maverick Arms, Inc. facility in Eagle Pass, Texas. With the 
new 116,000 square-foot addition, Mossberg’s manufacturing and distribution capabilities have now 
increased significantly. Mossberg’s corporate headquarters and some manufacturing remain in North 
Haven, Connecticut, where the company has been located since 1919.

ment. After handling and shoot-
ing the gun I soon became famil-
iar with the set-up and found 
it easy enough to live with. The 
Patrol is short, sturdy, accu-

rate, and with its large magazine 
capacity capable of delivering 
considerable firepower.

Peter

“...the Patrol 
is a very 
straight 
shooter. I 
tested it with 
Remington, 
Federal 
Fusion, 
Winchester, 
Sellier & 
Bellot, 
Highland, 
and Norma 
ammo of 
varying bullet 
weights and 
styles. It shot 
acceptably 
well with all 
of them, and 
really well with 
a couple.”


