
dropped in perfectly above our 
decoy spread as we both fired 
at the same time and nailed 
the mallards.  Then after a few 
minutes, several more circled 
high against the blue sky but 
they decided to move off.

Another two dropped down 
closer to me and I nailed one 
which fell into the reeds on the 
opposite side, the other duck 
evaded my second shot.  I was 
a bit rusty and keen, but the 
SKB semi felt great to shoot 
with.  Well balanced and being 
gas operated, the recoil wasn’t 

much to complain about. Due 
to its unique HYBRID S300 
rotating bolt inertia action, 
with integrated gas dampening 
valve.  The rotating bolt head 
locks directly into the barrel 
collar. The actions spring 
compresses to dampen recoil 
and provides the kinetic energy 
to cycle the action.

SKB have produced quality 
shotguns for years and their 
new range of semi-autos are 
available in walnut, black or 
camo synthetic stocks in 26”, 
28” and 30”.  The HS300 Camo 

28” gun is also available in 
left-hand.  

These shotguns have a 
chrome lined back bored 
barrel and a 3" chamber with 
lengthened forcing cones and 
SKB Competition Choke Tube 
System, (compatible with older 
SKB Big Bore Competition 
choke tubes). Stock shim 
assortment provides variable 
cast and drop dimensions. The 
gun also comes with adjustable 
butt pad system and is supplied 
with a handy break down lined 
carry case, which looks smart.
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SKB HS300 CAMO 
FIELD TEST
Semi-automatic shotguns are the top selling 
waterfowl guns of choice in Godzone for keen duck 
shooters.  We took the SKB HS300 Camo hunting 
on opening weekend this year for a field test.

E
ach year I head up to 
Dargaville to shoot 
opening weekend 
on a family friends 
farm shooting over 
a coastal lake.  The 
100m long lake is 

about 30-40m across and just 
up the road from Glinks Gully 
where we stay at a bach.  For 
the past few seasons, the great 
Northland winter-less weather 
has meant opening day has 

been more suited for fishing 
than duck shooting.

This year was no different, 
as we awoke to very still 
conditions with clear night 
skies at 5:30am.  We packed up 
the truck and drove the short 
distance up the road to sneak 
into our hides in the reeds 
along the edge of the lake.  As 
CJ and I snuck in we could hear 
the ducks quacking to each 
other on the far side of the lake.

FOGGY START
As we settled in and waited till 
after 6:30am to start firing, a 
thick blanket of fog descended 
over the water way and this 
made for tough visibility.  We 
could hear the ducks, but 
it was hard to make them 
out on the far side amongst 
the decoys.

A few of them lifted off and 
flew by but it was hard to see 
them in the dim conditions. 

CJ and I fired but to no avail 
and the remaining ducks 
made their escape at the far 
end of the lake safely out of 
range.  Not a great start to 
the weekend!  After a good 
hour the fog started to lift and 
we heard more shots ringing 
out around us from other 
nearby farms.

Two ducks could now be 
seen lining up our lake as they 
came down with purpose and 

“Two ducks could 
now be seen lining 
up our lake as 
they came down 
with purpose and 
dropped in perfectly 
above our decoy 
spread as we both 
fired at the same 
time and nailed 
the mallards.”

We awoke on opening morning to 
little wind and fog over our lake.

Once the fog cleared, we had stunning 
blue skies and few ducks flying! 
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PHEASANTS SAVE DAY
By 9.30am and the ducks 
stopped coming in and we only 
saw them miles high in the clear, 
blue sky.  After a coffee from 
the thermos, CJ and I hatched 
a plan to go and stalk a pond 
and look for an unsuspecting 
pheasant in a gully we knew 
always held good birds.

As we drove the windy metal 
road to the farm, the fog was 
still thick and less than 20m 
visibility driving.  We pulled up 
at the gate and as we got out 
CJ spotted a pheasant which 
ran into cover.  He got his gun 
and moved closer to it and 
as I threw a rock in the bush 
it jumped up in front of him, 
he nailed it on the first shot 
as feathers went everywhere 
but it kept flying!  He lined 
it up for the second shot but 
unfortunately missed, as it flew 
down into the gully.  The first 
shot must have clipped its bum 
and with no wings or body hit, it 
could keep flying.

That was promising though 
and as we walked along the 
ridgeline of the gully, we heard 
another pheasant crowing out 
to all the nearby shots of other 
hunters.  We commented that 
we would come back to look for 
that bird as we headed down 
the hill to stalk the small pond 
that usually holds ducks, hiding 
out from all the shooting.

As we neared the rise of the 
pond, my heart was racing as we 
moved up quickly, but nothing 
was on the pond.  The water 
was well down this year after 
a good summer, so it wasn’t as 
good as the previous year.  Two 
paradise ducks were sitting 
away on the hillside and got up 
and flew straight towards me, so 
I gave them plenty of lead and 
hit the male black bird cleanly 
on the first shot and winged the 
female on my third shot as she 
flew over the ridge.  Funny how 
parries will sometimes do that 
when they could have simply 
flown away from us.

Collecting the ducks, we 
turned back and headed to the 
spot we heard the pheasant 
when walking in and we split up 
to cover the side of the gully, CJ 

went low and I went high.
I had only walked about 20 

paces when I heard a noise to 
my right and a cock pheasant 
jumped up only 12 feet away 
and started to fly across to my 
left.  I pulled my gun up and 
swivelled and fired, the bird 
fell heavily about 30 feet away.  
Yes! a perfect snapshot and very 
satisfying without a gun dog.

"I gave them plenty of 
lead and hit the male 
black bird cleanly 
on the first shot and 
winged the female on 
my third shot as she 
flew over the ridge. Shooting with the SKB semi in 

foggy conditions on the lake.

The SKB HS300 Camo 
blends in superbly for the 
hunter when sitting in cover. 
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After a few photos we walked 
the rest of the gully but didn’t 
see anymore birds.  We decided 
to head back to the bach for 
lunch and stop at another part 
of the large gully to where 
pheasants usually live.  As we 
drove up to the gate, I spotted 
two cock pheasants sitting 
along the fence line on the 

other side amongst the pines.
We quickly parked up and 

snuck in and over the fence, 
they must have heard us and 
had run for cover.  CJ and I split 
up and as I rounded the side of 
the ridge, suddenly the largest 
bird jumped up about 25 feet 
away and headed off directly 
away from me and rising to 

clear the tops of the large pines.  
CJ fired first from his side on 
position above me and missed, 
I fired, and he did again at the 
exact same time and the bird 
folded, dropping some 30m 
down the hill.  I yelled out in 
satisfaction and headed off to 
find the bird as feathers slowly 
drifted down all around me.

The second bird suddenly 
erupted from cover in front of 
me as I lined it up but hesitated, 
as I could see it was a young 
bird, so left it wanting it to 
grow for next season.  Upon 
reaching the downed pheasant 
I was stoked to find it in great 
condition, with a long tail 
and fat.

A nice double using the SKB 
HS300 Camo, which was well 

earned on opening morning.

CJ with the brace of pheasants.
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Key Specs
HS300 SEMI-AUTOMATIC

+ Gauge: 12ga
+ Stock: Camouflage
+ Chamber: 3"
+ Barrel Length: 28"
+ Chokes: 3
+ Weight: 3.1kg (6lb 13oz) 
+ RRP $1,149.99

Two nice pheasants bagged 
(with a third escaping) made 
up for the poor duck shooting 
start to our weekend.  With a 
long season, I would no doubt 
get more opportunities to take 
on the ducks with the SKB 
HS300.  The shotgun had so 
far proved itself on the limited 
opportunities and I was looking 
forward to bagging more birds 
with it.  FIGZ

Deciding to stalk a gully to 
surprise a pheasant in the middle 
of the day paid off for the writer.

The SKB HS300 proved itself 
capable on upland game as 
well as waterfowl.
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