
T
he Tica Shizen 
Surfcaster is a rod 
the instantly stands 
out on the beach, 
with its striking 
orange colour, it’s 

hard not to miss.  These rods 
are constructed using 40T 
high modulus interwoven 
carbon fibre and feature a 
hybrid tip that is also made 
from high-strength graphite to 
help deliver more power and 
accurate casting.  

We planned a late autumn 
surfcasting trip out west, which 
was a successful test for this 
larger surfcaster.  A good fishing 
mate Chris Jack who has done 
plenty of surfcasting with me 
out on Ripiro Beach, was eager 
to try the new rod as he was 
looking to upgrade his older, 
heavier surfcaster.

Once we drove down the 
beach to our favourite fishing 
bank at low tide, we quickly set 
up the gear as the surf was calm 
with a strong easterly wind 
behind our backs pushing the 
waves down and we were super 
keen to cast out a bait.  Aligning 
the 3 sections together is even 
easier with the handy ‘Guide 
Line’ marks on the rod to assist 
the angler.  CJ commented how 
amazingly light the rod is for 
a 15ft surfcaster, it makes for 
easy fishing when standing in 
the surf for hours.

The Shizen also has very small 
guides, with the first guide from 
the reel seat a long way up 
the blank. These Fuji lowrider 
guides help to make the rod so 
light, overall only 480gms!  The 
rod feels great in your hands 
with a good ergonomic palm 
swell on the bottom for hand 
placement on every cast.  The 
tip is also reflective for night 
fishing to help see bites in 
low light.

The cast weight is rated at 
100-250gm, while our 4-5oz 
breakout sinkers and a bait 
were more than adequate.  We 
matched it with Tica’s new 
Wanderer WAD10000 Long 
Cast Baitfeeder which features 
9 RRB ball bearings, a hit and 
run baitfeeder system with a 
4.1:1 retrieve and max drag of 
10kg.  This was spooled with 

30lb Sunline Siglon PEx8 braid, 
which is very thin, and we also 
tied a Sunline Castest tapered 
shock leader.

CJ took the rod out first and 
lobbed a solid cast off the bank 

while I fished opposite him.  
He was using tuatua and I had 
fresh kahawai.  It wasn’t long 
and he was hooked up to a 
good fish and the big rod had a 
nice bend in the rod.  He soon 
landed a solid snapper as I ran 
over to get photos.

I could tell he was a fan of 
the new rod, he pointed out 
that it casts well and is very 
responsive when setting the 
hook and fighting a fish. The 
Tica Wanderer hit and run 
baitfeeder was also a good 
feature, with the large EVA 
handle knob offers excellent 
grip in the wet conditions.  
After photos, we took turns 
casting and fishing with 
the combo.  We landed 7 
snapper, 2 trevally and a 

couple of kahawai over the 
next few hours.  Overall, a 
great return and test for the 
surfcasting combo.

I would recommend the 
Shizen as a high-performance 
rod for the intermediate to 
experienced surfcaster that is 
looking for distance and fishing 
longer days.  FIGZ

TICA SHIZEN 
4.5M SURFCASTER 
We got our hands on the very different 
and innovative Tica Shizen surfcaster 

back in early spring.  This rod 
impressed and it was a lightweight 

4.2m, 3-piece blank.  Kilwell have now 
released a larger model in the range 

which is 4.5m and a 3-piece.  
BY MATHEW HEWETSON

Key Specs
TICA SHIZEN 4.5M

+ Length: 4.5m (15ft) 
+ Pieces: 3-piece blank
+ Cast Rating: 100-250gm
+ RRP: $689.99
+ One-year warranty
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Tica Shizen TEST

Testing the new rod was a success 
with several good snapper landed 
on the day.  The rod is very light 
and provides a sensitive tip for 
good hook-ups.

Below: CJ scored a nice 40cm+ 
snapper on his first cast using the 
new 4.5m Shizen matched with a 
Tica Wanderer Long Cast Baitfeeder


